











Sept/Oct
2008

MOTORCYCLING
AUSTRALIA

Harley Davidson V Rod

Above: acres of chrome attract attention to the love

‘em or hate ‘em looks.

Below: the Kiama Harbour Cabings at Blowhole

Point are a great place to chill out after a hard day in

the saddle!

spectacular views over the harbour
and Pacific Ocean. You can choose
from either 1,2, or 3 bedroom luxury
cabins (many with spa baths).

Each cabin also has a private balcony
with gas barbecue. Chill out with
Austar and the good sound system.

We decided to grab some supplies and
eat in, making the most of the view.
First up was a stop at the Crooked
River winery for the most important
supplies!

Crooked river

The Crooked River winery is on Willow
Vale rd off the Princes Hwy. It's the
largest winery on the South Coast
and has won numerous medals.

We recommend their Chardonnay/
Verdehlo blend and the Cracked
Mountain Red.

Taste all their wines at the Cellar Door
or lunch in the restaurant.

Day 2

Day 2 and we take Manning Street
(Kiama) and head south, turning right
on Saddleback Mountain Road. Then
onto Fountaindale Rd, Jamberoo Rd,
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Jamberoo Mountain Rd to the Illawarra Highway. This
route is one of the best biking roads I've been on - very
curvaceous, mountainous, and well-sealed. This is where
the V Rod really shone: leaning into curves and powering
out, it is definitely not your typical cruiser. The riding
position is more upright and you don’t sit back and let the
bike take charge.

The Saddleback Mountain lookout at 600m above sea
level is definitely worth a look. The majestic views stretch
from the sandhills of Cronulla to Pigeon House Mountain
in the south. If you feel up to it you can walk through

the bush (about 1 hour) to the edge of the lllawarra
escarpment.

After an enjoyable run in the mountains we hit the
[llawarra Highway, briefly getting our breath back before
turning right on Kangaloon Rd and onto Bowral.

From Bowral back to the Central Coast we decided to
take the freeways and see how Rod liked cruising. Rod,
however, had other ideas and an hour and a half later we
were home! At freeway speed the bike is very surefooted
and becasue of the hunkered down riding position

you don’t get as much wind blast as you would on a
traditional cruiser. Our verdict: the V Rod is a real demon!
An unearthly blend of power, torque and pure naked
agression.

VRSCAW V-Rod features

Liquid-cooled, 1130 cc Revolution
V-Twin engine

115 hp at 8500 rpm/74 ft. Ibs. torque
at 7000 rpm

Two-tone silver and charcoal pow-
der-coated cylinders with chrome
covers

Chrome slash-cut dual exhaust
pipes

Five-gallon under-seat fuel cell
36-degree fork angle

49mm forks

New 240mm wide rear tyre
New ignition switch location

High performance carbon fiber final
drive belt

Electronic Sequential Port Fuel In-
jection (ESPFI)

Brembo triple-disc brakes
Braided brake lines

Low 26-inch seat height
Forward-mounted controls
Black hand controls

Silver-leafed hydroformed frame
with clear coat

Welded pull-back handlebar
Clamshell instrument pod
Teardrop reflector-optics headlamp

18-inch Machined, Slotted Disc Cast
Aluminum rear wheel, 19-inch front
wheel

Clock and dual tripmeter

Enhanced clutch interlock system

i Mot0-0z
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Classic bikes on show

M otorcycling Australia’s Museum, while relatively
poor on space is rich in motorcycling history.

The first bike to attract my attention on a recent visit

was a 1976 Ducati 750SS (above), as raced by Mike ‘the
bike’ Hailwood and Jim Scaysbrook at the 1977 & 1978
Castrol Six Hour Race at Amaroo Park. It was the comeback
vehicle for Hailwood'’s return to motorcycle competition
after he retired from racing in Grands Prix and Formula 1.

The 1938 Royal Enfield Trials bike (right, top) is famous for
its all aluminium motor which was made for only one year.
The 350cc 4-stroke OHV single cylinder donk pumps out
18kW @ 4,500 rpm.

Ron Angel purchased the 1973 Yamaha TZ350A (right,
middle) for the talented Ken Blake to compete with.

The bike evolved quickly to accommodate Blake’s skills,
including a non-standard front drum brake. It was one of
the first bikes to display an outside sponsor’s name - Coca
Cola.

Even back in 1973, KTM was producing orange bikes
(right, bottom). This one was their first 250cc, 2 stroke
single. It was purchased new from Springvale KTM dealer
Athol Patterson and has been restored by Peter Drakeford.

Next time you're in Melbourne it’s worth a visit to
Motorcycling Australia’s museum at 147 Montague St, South
Melbourne.
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